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August 15, 2018 
 

Dear Briarcliff Families, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I welcome you to the 2018-19 school year. This will be my first 
year as the Principal of Briarcliff Middle School and I consider it an honor and privilege to serve 
the Mountain Lakes community in this capacity. Though I do not want to rush through your 
summer break, the staff at Briarcliff is eagerly waiting for the sounds of lockers opening and 
closing, as students will once again fill our hallways. Our staff has been working tirelessly to 
prepare our school for the start of the year and I could not be more proud to work with such a 
great group of people. Whether you are starting in 6th grade, transitioning to another grade, or 
new to our school, we will make every attempt to make your transition as smooth and enjoyable 
as possible. It is our expectation that Briarcliff Middle School will be a place where everyone can 
excel as students, citizens, and friends.  
 
One of the keys to success in a school is the development of positive relationships between 
students, staff, and parents/guardians. We will strive to create an environment that fosters positive 
relationships and builds expectations of mutual respect for everyone. An important component in 
establishing positive relationships is having clear paths of communication between all 
stakeholders. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our staff to discuss academic and behavioral 
expectations, as it is important that these are clearly communicated and understood.  
 
In addition to myself, we have some new faces this year at Briarcliff. Please give them a warm 
welcome when you meet them: 
  

• Mr. Mark Walters - 6th Grade Science 
• Mrs. Bethany DeWitt - 7th Grade Math 
• Mrs. Danielle Peterson - 7th Grade Science 
• Ms. Madison Mitchell - 8th Grade Math 
• Mr. Ryan Price - Instrumental Teacher 
• Mrs. Judy Kolek - Vocal Teacher/Music 

 
Here are some important dates to mark on your calendars: we are welcoming our 6th grade 
students and any new students to the district to Briarcliff Middle School on Tuesday August 28th 
from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. for our Locker Day. Students will have access to their lockers to practice 
opening their locks and decorate if they would like to; please refrain from the use of tape 
(magnets are acceptable for hanging items).  We ask that parents supervise their children during 
this time and keep decorations to a minimum so they don’t interfere with the lock mechanism. 
Back to School Night is on Thursday September 20th at 7 p.m. You can always check our website 



at mlschools.org for updates and information.  Additional important information can be found on 
the following pages. 
 
I look forward to seeing our students on Tuesday, September 4th for the first day of school. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
Erik Carlson 



 

 

 

Important Information for the 2018-2019 School Year 
 
 

          
           
 
A variety of important information and forms can be found on our 2018-2019 Welcome 
Back To School Packet webpage to help make sure everyone is prepared for the first day 
of school. 
 
Starting in the 2018-2019 school year our district is using the system FINAL FORMS! 
This system will have all of the forms required for students at Briarcliff Middle School. 
You can find access to FINAL FORMS on our website.  Please have all required forms 
completed and submitted through this system by Friday September 7, 2018. Please 
review the Student Code of Conduct with your child to insure that everyone understands 
our school’s expectations. 



 
The Mountain Lakes Board of Education offers free and reduced-price lunches to 
qualified participants. The instructions and application for this service are available under 
Quick Links at www.mlschools.org.  You can download these forms and submit them to 
our main office if they are applicable to your family’s needs.   
 

 
 
The first day of school for students is Tuesday, September 4th.  Students should arrive in 
the morning by the first bell, which will ring at 7:55 a.m. The late bell rings at 8:00 a.m. 
and students are expected to be in their homeroom at that time.  Students arriving after 
the late bell must report to the main office to receive an admittance slip.  Please review 
with your child the policy on school attendance.  It is extremely important that students 
arrive on time to school.  Homeroom will be extended on the first day to allow students 
time to settle in, review their schedules, organize their lockers, and meet their teachers & 
classmates. Student schedules, locker assignments and locker combinations will be 
finalized and posted on the Parent Portal on Friday, August 24th at 12:00 p.m.  Students 
will receive a copy of this information in their homeroom on the first day of school. 
Please update any information on the Parent Portal such as change in address, emergency 
contact information, names, phone numbers, immunizations and current physical dates.   

 

 
 
 
 

Briarcliff Middle School will open for 6th graders and new students to the district on 
Tuesday, August 28th from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Students will be able to visit their lockers and 
practice using their locker combinations with parent supervision.  Parents and students 
are reminded that they should only use magnets when mounting anything in their locker.  



Keep in mind that the lockers have a limited capacity to hold things.  Please keep 
decorations to a minimum to insure that they do not interfere with the lock mechanism.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
Our Back to School Night will start with a short assembly in the gymnasium on Thursday, 
September 20th at 7:00 p.m.  You will have the opportunity to follow your child’s 
schedule after the assembly to meet with the teachers in their classrooms.  Please print 
your child’s schedule from the Parent Portal that afternoon to follow as a guide; this 
will insure that you have the most recent version of your child’s schedule.   
 
We are offering elective classes during 9th period that your child may want to participate 
in: TV Studio, Robotics, and Animation Art. You can find out more about these programs 
and our Allied courses by visiting the teachers in their classrooms.  We also hope that 
you will have time to visit our School Counselor, Eileen Ludwig, and our School Nurse, 
Nicole Renna.   
 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 

 


